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SUMMARY: 
Prior research suggests that anywhere between 40-80% of families involved with CPS may be 

affected by parental substance abuse.  Lower rates of caregiver substance abuse have been found 

among CPS-involved families whose children remain in-home than among those whose children 

are removed from home. 

 

The purpose of this study was to investigate whether a CPS caseworker’s perception that a 

child’s caregiver had a substance abuse problem is associated with a family’s subsequent 

experiences with the child welfare system. 

 

Subjects/Design: 
The data for this study was taken from the National Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being 

(NSCAW), the first study in the United States to collect data from a national probability sample 

of children and families coming into contact with CPS.  This study analyzed the data for 4,156 

children for whom a baseline caseworker interview was completed and who had non-missing 

data on the caseworker-perceived caregiver substance abuse items as well as the six outcome 

variables. 

 

Caseworker-perceived caregiver substance abuse assessed alcohol or drug abuse by either the 

primary or secondary caregiver (if applicable) and whether substance abuse services were 

provided to or arranged for the child’s caregiver. 

 

Outcomes – two measures of caseworker perceptions of maltreatment severity and four measures 

of CPS case outcomes 

 

 

Findings: 

1. 23% of the children had a primary or secondary caregiver who the caseworker perceived 

as having an alcohol or drug problem. 

2. Caseworkers were considerably more likely to report that children whose caregivers were 

perceived as having substance abuse problems were at severe risk of harm and had been 

severely harmed as a result of the alleged maltreatment. 
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3. These families were also significantly more likely to have: 

a. services arranged or provided for them 

b. the initial maltreatment allegation substantiated 

c. the child removed from the home 

d. termination of parental rights pursued 

4. These families were less likely to have been reported for physical or sexual abuse and 

more likely to have been reported for lack of supervision and other forms of maltreatment 

5. Child maltreatment risk factors associated with an increased probability that the 

caseworker perceived the child as having experienced both severe risk of harm and 

severe harm: 

a. Child-related risks 

b. Parenting skills-related risks 

c. Physical violence-related risks 

d. Negative caregiver interactions with CPS 
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