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Scope
This bibliography contains citations and abstracts to publications about interviewing
children who witness violence. This bibliography is not comprehensive. Publications are English
language articles and reports.

Organization
This bibliography is organized in date descending order, 1986-2014.

Disclaimer
This bibliography was prepared by the Research Librarian of the National Children’s
Advocacy Center (NCAC) for the purpose of research and education, and for the convenience of
our readers. NCAC Research Library is not responsible for the availability or content of cited
resources. NCAC Research Library does not endorse, warrant or guarantee the information,
products, or services described or offered by the authors or organizations whose publications are
cited in this bibliography. The NCAC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product,
or process disclosed in documents cited here. Points of view presented in cited resources are those
of the authors, and do not necessarily coincide with those of the National Children’s Advocacy
Center.
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Katz, C. (2014). The dead end of domestic violence: Spotlight on children's narratives during
forensic investigations following domestic homicide. Child abuse & neglect, 38(12),
1976-1984.
The current study provides an in-depth exploration of the narratives of children who witnessed
their father killing their mother. This exploration was conducted using a thematic analysis of the
children’s forensic interviews based on seven investigative interviews that were conducted with
children following the domestic homicide. Investigative interviews were selected for study only
for substantiated cases and only if the children disclosed the domestic homicide. All of the
investigative interviews were conducted within 24 h of the domestic homicide. Thematic analysis
revealed the following four key categories: the domestic homicide as the dead end of domestic
violence, what I did when daddy killed mommy, that one time that daddy killed mommy, and
mommy will feel better and will go back home. The discussion examines the multiple layers of
this phenomenon as revealed in the children’s narratives and its consequences for professionals
within the legal and clinical contexts. © 2014 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

McWilliams, K., Narr, R., Goodman, G. S., Ruiz, S., & Mendoza, M. (2013). Children's memory
for their mother's murder: accuracy, suggestibility, and resistance to
suggestion. Memory, 21(5), 591-598.
From its inception, child eyewitness memory research has been guided by dramatic legal cases
that turn on the testimony of children. Decades of scientific research reveal that, under many
conditions, children can provide veracious accounts of traumatic experiences. Scientific studies
also document factors that lead children to make false statements. In this paper we describe a legal
case in which children testified about their mother's murder. We discuss factors that may have
influenced the accuracy of the children's eyewitness memory. Children's suggestibility and
resistance to suggestion are illustrated. Expert testimony, based on scientific research, can aid the
trier of fact when children provide crucial evidence in criminal investigations and courtroom trials
about tragic events.
© 2013 National Children’s Advocacy Center. All rights reserved.
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Compo, N. S., Gregory, A. H., & Fisher, R. (2012) Interviewing behaviors in police
investigators: a field study of a current US sample. Psychology, Crime & Law, 18(4),
359-375.
Considerable research shows that scientifically based interviewing techniques (e.g. the Cognitive
Interview) increase the quality and quantity of witness recall compared to typical police
interviewing guidelines. In an effort to improve witness evidence, the National Institute of Justice
(NIJ) recommended guidelines for conducting witness interviews that follow empirical research
(Technical Working Group: Eyewitness Evidence, 1999). These guidelines were distributed to all
police departments in the USA in 1999, along with a trainer’s manual. The present study is the
first to examine whether US police investigators adhere to these nationally published guidelines
when interviewing witnesses and victims of crime. A sample of audiotaped real-world witness
interviews from 26 South Florida investigators was analyzed. Results indicated that investigators
rarely engage in recommended ‘positive’ interviewing techniques (e.g. rapport building or context
reinstatement) while using many ‘negative’ techniques (e.g. interrupting the witness or using
complex questions). Based on the data provided, it appears that national US recommendations on
witness interviewing have not been translated into real world interviewing practice by the
investigators surveyed. Implications for interviewing policies are discussed.

Eriksson, M., & Näsman, E. (2012). Interviews with children exposed to violence. Children &
Society, 26(1), 63-73.
The aim of this article is to show how research practices may simultaneously follow principles of
children’s citizenship rights to participation and principles of protection and support when
children exposed to violence are informants. The article focuses upon organisation of interview
processes and interactions between adult researchers and child informants in interview
encounters. We point to a number of ways in which one may negotiate the tensions between, on
the one hand, victimised children’s vulnerability and dependence upon adults for protection and
support, and on the other these children’s agency and rights to participation.
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Georgsson, A., & Almqvist, K. (2011). Naming the unmentionable: How children exposed to
intimate partner violence articulate their experiences. Journal of Family Violence, 26(2),
117-129.
Witnessing intimate partner violence (IPV) is a frightening experience that affects children’s
development and well-being. This study examines experiences of IPV from the perspective of
children. Interviews with 14 children between 8 and 12 years of age were analyzed using a
thematic method. Three main themes were identified: how children talked about abuse of their
mother, described their own actions, and related to or handled memories of violence. Most
children confirmed that their mother had been the victim of abuse, but had difficulties describing
these experiences. Narratives were often incoherent and difficult to fully understand. In contrast,
most of the children seemed to find it easier to describe their own actions during violence and
conflicts. Not thinking about IPV was a strategy that aimed at reducing unwanted memories; it is
also a strategy that may obstruct creating a narrative.

Powell, M. B., Wright, R., & Clark, S. (2010). Improving the competency of police officers in
conducting investigative interviews with children. Police Practice and Research, 11(3),
211-226.
Despite the provision of ‘best-practice’ guidelines regarding conducting interviews with children,
research indicates that most investigative interviews do not adhere to these guidelines. To date,
there has been little discussion in the literature of the conditions that are needed to promote and
sustain expertise in forensic interviewing. The current paper addresses this limitation by describing
the main factors preventing the adoption of ‘best practice’ interview guidelines. A description of
these barriers (and the literature that supports them) forms the basis for the review component of
this paper as well as the subsequent recommendations for change.

Dando, C., Wilcock, R., Milne, R., & Henry, L. (2009). A modified cognitive interview
procedure for frontline police investigators. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 23(5), 698716.
The current investigative interviewing model for police officers in England and Wales
recommends the use of the cognitive interview (CI). However, there is much to suggest that police
officers do not regularly fully apply the procedure and that when they do, it is often poorly applied.
© 2013 National Children’s Advocacy Center. All rights reserved.
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Research has indicated that this is particularly the case with non-specialist police investigators who
believe the CI is too cumbersome, complex and time consuming for the types of witness interviews
they conduct. With this in mind the present study investigated a CI procedure that had been
substantially modified in an attempt to enhance its forensic practicability while retaining the
demonstrated superiority of the CI. Employing the mock witness paradigm, the modified
procedure was compared to both the current CI model and a structured interview (SI). Results
revealed that the modified CI was more effective than the SI, while being as effective as the current
CI, despite being significantly shorter in duration and, we argue, less demanding for the
interviewer. Hence, the proposed modified Ci9 may well be an effective practical alternative for
frontline investigators.

State of Washington, 61st legislature. (2009). House Bill 2304. AN ACT Relating to child
victims and witnesses; and amending RCW 7.69A.030. Retrieved from
http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/BillInfo/200910/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2304.pdf

Dando, C., Wilcock, R., & Milne, R. (2008). The cognitive interview: Inexperienced police
officers’ perceptions of their witness/victim interviewing practices. Legal and
Criminological Psychology, 13(1), 59-70.
The primary objectives of the study reported here were twofold. First, to investigate less
experienced frontline police officers' perceptions of their witness interviewing practices with
specific reference to their use of the ten cognitive interview components taught during initial
PEACE (a mnemonic for the stages of the interview; Planning and preparation, Engage and
explain, Account, Closure and Evaluation) interview training. Second, to investigate this group of
officers' practical experiences of interviewing witnesses. Method. A sample of 221
young, in-service, non-specialist police officers from five UK police forces completed a self-report
questionnaire concerning their perceived witness interviewing practices. Respondents were
surveyed about their use of the PEACE cognitive interview components, their practical
experiences of interviewing witnesses and victims, and their views on investigative interviewing
training. Results. There was a consensus among these officers that they perceived using some of
© 2013 National Children’s Advocacy Center. All rights reserved.
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the PEACE cognitive interview components more frequently and perceived some of them to be
more effective than others. Conclusion. This study provides a unique insight into the perceived
interviewing practices of some of the least experienced and the least trained investigative
interviewers who conduct the majority of frontline witness interviews. These officers report feeling
inadequately trained, under pressure and generally ill equipped to conduct a PEACE cognitive
interview.

Goodman, G. S., & Melinder, A. (2007). Child witness research and forensic interviews of
young children: A review. Legal & Criminological Psychology. 21(1), 1-19.
In this article, we provide an introduction to child eyewitness memory issues that are frequently
discussed and debated, both within the research and practice communities. We review several of
the central areas of research on child eyewitness memory and some of the most promising
protocols aimed at standardizing and improving child forensic interviews. We focus primarily on
memory in young children, because they pose particular challenges. Research on the use of props
and external cues to prompt young children's memory is discussed. We also review research on
professionals' knowledge and attitudes about children as witnesses. It is concluded that we must
guard against overly negative or overly optimistic views of children's abilities.

Wright, R., Powell, M. B., & Ridge, D. (2007). What criteria do police officers use to measure
the success of an interview with a child? Psychology, Crime & Law, 13(4), 395-404.
This study used a mixed-methods approach to explore the perceptions of a heterogeneous sample
of 75 police interviewers regarding their performance in a mock interview with a 5-7-year-old
child. Each officer recruited for this study was authorized to conduct investigative interviews with
children. Specifically, we explored how the officers' perception of what makes a good interview
differs depending on their background experience and their (perceived and actual) ability to adhere
to best-practice interview guidelines. Overall, the officers' perceptions of what constitutes an
effective interview were not entirely consistent with those held by experts in forensic interviewing.
The majority of the interviewers perceived that the locus of control in the interview rested
primarily with the child and/or the environmental setting. In contrast, experts tend to place the
© 2013 National Children’s Advocacy Center. All rights reserved.
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central onus of responsibility for the outcome of an interview on the skill of the interviewer in
using open-ended questions. Several possible explanations for, and the implications of, these
findings are discussed.

Faller, K. C. (2003). Research and practice in child interviewing: Implications for children
exposed to domestic violence. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 18(4), 377-389.
Recent research documents the comorbidity of child maltreatment and domestic violence as well
as the detrimental impact of exposure to domestic violence on children. Domestic violence and
child interviewing also share the distinction of being contested social issues. This article argues
that methods employed in interviewing children about child maltreatment can be applied to
interviewing children about exposure to domestic violence. The article describes how cognitive
interviewing, narrative elaboration, and event segmentation can be employed when talking to
children about domestic violence. In addition, the article discusses how focused questions related
to child maltreatment and child endangerment can be used to elicit information from children about
domestic violence.

Michigan House Legislative Section. (2002). House Bill 5291. Child witnessing a violent crime.
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2001-2002/billanalysis/House/htm/2001-HLA5291-a.htm

Aldridge, J., & Cameron, S. (1999). Interviewing child witnesses: Questioning techniques and
the role of training. Applied Developmental Science, 3(2), 136-147.
This study evaluated the effect of a 1-week intensive training course on police and social worker
forensic interviewing with children and investigated the actual types of questions employed by
interviewers. Analysis of videod interviews was used to compare trained and untrained
interviewers on a series of rating scales designed to assess interviewer performance. The number
of requests for free reports and the number of open, specific, leading, and nonleading questions
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used were obtained. The study found no differences in performance between trained and untrained
interviewers on any rated behaviors with both groups raging poorly.
Breaking the Cycle of Violence: Recommendations to Improve the Criminal Justice Response to
Child Victims and Witnesses, OVC, June 1999, NCJ 176983. Retrieved from
http://www.ovc.gov/publications/factshts/pdftxt/monograph.pdf

Goodman, G. S., Quas, J. A., Bulkley, J., & Shapiro, C. (1999). Innovations for child witnesses:
A national survey. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 5(2), 255-281.
Numerous innovative procedural reforms have been proposed concerning child victims involved
in legal cases. In this study, 153 district attorney offices nationwide were surveyed about their use
of innovations, their perceptions of the innovations' effectiveness, reasons why they opt not to
utilize innovations, and defense strategies used with child witnesses. Prosecutors were also asked
about the type of cases they encountered in which children testified. Prosecutors reported mainly
using inexpensive, easy-to-implement innovations, which were also typically rated as helpful in
reducing children's trauma and enhancing guilty outcomes. Prosecutors reported rarely using
expert witnesses and innovations that altered how children were interviewed or how they testified.
The most common types of cases in which children testified involved sexual abuse. Frequent
defense strategies to challenge child credibility concerned suggestibility, inaccurate memory,
coaching, and delays in reporting abuse. Results are discussed in relation to the need for increased
social science research on procedural reforms for child witnesses.

Fisher, R. P. (1995). Interviewing victims and witnesses of crime. Psychology, Public Policy and
Law, 1(4), 732-764.
Despite the importance of eyewitness information in criminal investigation, police receive
inadequate training to interview cooperative witnesses. They make avoidable mistakes that
minimize the amount of eyewitness information elicited and contribute to inaccurate recollections.
Interviewing techniques derived from laboratory research are provided to facilitate eyewitness
recall. The effectiveness of these techniques is examined in laboratory and field research on a
novel interviewing procedure (Cognitive Interview). Recommendations are made to improve the
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quality of interview training, to assign police personnel to the role of investigative interviewer,
and to make psychological research more relevant for the legal system.
Richters, J. E., & Martinez, P. (1993). The NIMH community violence project: Children as
victims and witnesses to violence. Psychiatry. 56(2), 7-22.
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=fxYVX2SbWgC&oi=fnd&pg=PA7&dq=
%22Richters%22+%22The+NIMH+community+violence+project:+I.+Children+as+...%
22+&ots=2ur5dFRNEJ&sig=6NZ4hpWsEtxs4fEkH7FPUK5xzbs

Pynoos, R. S., & Spencer, E. (1986). Witness to violence: The child interview. Journal of the
American Academy of Child Psychiatry, 25(3), 306-319.
In this paper, we present a widely applicable technique of interviewing the traumatized child who
has recently witnessed an extreme act of violence. This technique has been used with over 200
children in a variety of clinical settings including homicide, suicide, rape, aggravated assault,
accidental death, kidnapping, school and community violence. The easily learned, three-stage
approach allows for proper exploration, support and closure within a 90-minute initial interview.
The format proceeds from a projective drawing and storytelling, to discussion of the actual
traumatic situation and the perceptual impact, to issues centered on the aftermath and its
consequences for the child. Our interview format is conceptualized as an acute consultation service
available to assist the child, the child's family, and the larger social network in functioning more
effectively following the child's psychic trauma.
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